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DATE: 

November 25, 1991 
SUBJECT: 

I d e a l Cooperage S i t e , Jersey C i t y , NJ 

FROM: 
James D. Harkay, USEPA OSC 

TO: Tom Harris o n , Jersey C i t y I n c i n e r a t o r A u t h o r i t y 

The purpose o f t h i s memo i s t o c o n f i r m our telephone conversation 
o f November 25, 1991, i n regard t o the mercury contamination, found 
i n surface s o i l samples c o l l e c t e d a t the I d e a l Cooperage S i t e i n 
Jersey C i t y , New Jersey. 

I n May 1991,' USEPA c o l l e c t e d surface s o i l samples from s i x t e s t p i t 
l o c a t i o n s o n - s i t e . The a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s o f the sampling revealed 
elevated c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f mercury i n the surface s o i l sample, 
obtained a t t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n **4. I n September 1991, three 
a d d i t i o n a l surface s o i l samples were c o l l e c t e d i n the area around 
t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n 4*4. The second set o f a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t the mercury co n c e n t r a t i o n s i n the s o i l around t e s t 
p i t l o c a t i o n #4 ranged from 28 t o 298 p a r t s per m i l l i o n (ppm). 

With the c o n f i r m a t i o n o f the elevated mercury c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , I am 
requesting a c o n s u l t a t i o n from the Agency f o r Toxic Substance and 
Disease R e g i s t r y (ATSDR), t o i n v e s t i g a t e the p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h 
t h r e a t posed by the mercury i n the s o i l . I f ATSDR concludes t h a t 
a s i g n i f i c a n t h e a l t h t h r e a t e x i s t s which r e q u i r e s the excavation 
and disposal o f the mercury-contaminated s o i l ; an A c t i o n Memorandum 
w i l l be prepared t o request funding f o r a second Removal A c t i o n a t 
the I d e a l Cooperage S i t e . 

As a precautionary measure, the s i t e entrance gate should, remain 
closed and personnel should avoid the area around t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n 
#4. I have included a rough s i t e map t h a t i d e n t i f i e s t e s t p i t 
l o c a t i o n #4. 

I f you have any questions, or need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please 
contact me a t (315) 469-3554 or (908) 321-6614. 

cc: Joseph Rotola, EPA 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION II 

DATE: 

ill November 25, 1991 
OBJECT: 

I d e a l Cooperage S i t e , Jersey C i t y , NJ 
FROM: 

James D. Harkay, USEPA OSC 

T O : Tom Harris o n , Jersey C i t y I n c i n e r a t o r A u t h o r i t y 

The purpose o f t h i s memo i s / t o c o n f i r m our telephone conversation 
o f November 25, 1991, i n regard t o the mercury contamination, found 
i n surface s o i l samples c o l l e c t e d a t the I d e a l Cooperage S i t e i n 
Jersey C i t y , New Jersey. 

I n May 1991,' USEPA c o l l e c t e d surface s o i l samples from e i x t e s t p i t 
l o c a t i o n s o n - s i t e . The a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s o f the sampling revealed 
elevated concentrations o f mercury i n the surface s o i l sample, 
obtained a t t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n 444. I n September 1991, three 
a d d i t i o n a l surface s o i l samples were c o l l e c t e d i n the area around 
t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n #4. The second set o f a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t the mercury c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n the s o i l around t e s t 
p i t l o c a t i o n 4*4 ranged from 28 t o 298 p a r t s per m i l l i o n (ppm). 

With the c o n f i r m a t i o n o f the elevated mercury c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , I am 
requesting a c o n s u l t a t i o n from the Agency f o r Toxic Substance and 
Disease R e g i s t r y (ATSDR), t o i n v e s t i g a t e the p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h 
t h r e a t posed by the mercury i n the s o i l . I f ATSDR concludes t h a t 
a s i g n i f i c a n t h e a l t h t h r e a t e x i s t s which r e q u i r e s the excavation 
and d i s p o s a l o f the mercury-contaminated s o i l ; an A c t i o n Memorandum 
w i l l be prepared t o request funding f o r a second Removal A c t i o n a t 
the I d e a l Cooperage S i t e . 

As a precautionary measure, the s i t e entrance gate should remain 
closed and personnel should avoid the area around t e s t p i t l o c a t i o n 
444 . I have included a rough s i t e map t h a t i d e n t i f i e s t e s t p i t 
l o c a t i o n 444 . 

I f you have any questions or need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please 
contact me a t (315) 469-3554 or (908) 321-6614. 

cc: Joseph Rotola, EPA 
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